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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

In computing, a keyboard is an input device, partially modeled after the typewriter keyboard, which uses an arrangement of buttons or keys, to act as mechanical levers or electronic switches. A keyboard typically has characters engraved or printed on the keys and each press of a key typically corresponds to a single written symbol. However, to produce some symbols requires pressing and holding several keys simultaneously or in sequence. While most keyboard keys produce letters, numbers or signs (characters), other keys or simultaneous key presses can produce actions or computer commands.

In normal usage, the keyboard is used to type text and numbers into a word processor, text editor or other program. Keyboards are also used for computer gaming. A keyboard is also used to give commands to the operating system of a computer, such as Windows' Control-Alt-Delete combination, which brings up a task window or shuts down the machine.

Navigation keys include a variety of keys which move the cursor to different positions on the screen. Arrow keys cause the cursor to move in a specified direction; The Pg Up and Pg Dn keys, scroll the page on the screen up and down. The Home key moves the cursor to the beginning of the line the cursor is on; the End key puts the cursor at the end of the line. The Tab key advances the cursor to the next tab stop.

The Delete key removes the character ahead of the cursor's position, moving all following characters one position "back" towards the freed place. The Backspace key deletes the preceding character.

The Ctrl and Alt keys are important modifier keys. The most widely used modifier keys include the Ctrl key, Shift key and the Alt key.  The Ctrl, Shift, and Alt keys on the left side of the keyboard do exactly the same thing as their counterparts on the right side.  

The Enter key typically causes a command line or dialog box to operate its default function, which is typically to finish an "entry" and begin the desired process. In word processing applications, pressing the Enter key ends a line starts a new one.
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